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Practice Alert - Florida Supreme Court Approves New Standard Jury Instructions in Civil Cases On
March 4, 2010, the Florida Supreme Court approved a sweeping change in how Florida juries will be
instructed in Florida. The new instructions include the following significant changes:

1. All of the jury instructions have been renumbered into a new system. The system contemplates
sections for preliminary instructions, evidence instructions, substantive instructions, damages
and closing instructions. It will allow for the development of new substantive instructions without
lumping them into a miscellaneous section as presently exists.

2. The substantive instructions include:Professional Negligence, Insurer's Bad Faith, Defamation,
Malicious Prosecution, False Imprisonment, Tortious Interference with a Business Relationships.
Misrepresentations,0Outrageous Conduct Causing Severe Emotional Distress,Civil Theft,
Contribution Among Tortfeasors, Claim for Personal Injury Protection Insurance (PIP) benefits
(Medical Benefits Only and Intentional Torts as an Exception to Exclusive Remedy for Workers'
Compensation. While the proposed instructions also included Products Liability, those were not
approved by the Court and are set for oral argument on May 5, 2010.

3. Theinstructions are set up in such a way that the court in its discretion may choose to charge on
substantive issues at the beginning of the case rather than after closing.

4. Many of the instructions have been amended to reflect "plain English.”

5. There was an effort to provide more complete instructions on each issue rather than having to
refer back to another instruction to get a complete set of instructions on a particular topic.

6. Although the committee proposed a new instruction on greater weight of the evidence, that was
not approved and the current language on this issue remains in place.
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7. Many of the recommendations from the Jury Innovations Report have been incorporated into the
instructions as reflected in the changes described above related to timing of charges and plain
English.

For more information, please contact Joseph H. Lang, Jr.

Authored By

'el Joseph H. Lang Jr.

Related Practices

Appellate & Trial Support

©2024 Carlton Fields, P.A. Carlton Fields practices law in California through Carlton Fields, LLP. Carlton Fields publications should not
be construed as legal advice on any specific facts or circumstances. The contents are intended for general information and
educational purposes only, and should not be relied on as if it were advice about a particular fact situation. The distribution of this
publication is not intended to create, and receipt of it does not constitute, an attorney-client relationship with Carlton Fields. This
publication may not be quoted or referred to in any other publication or proceeding without the prior written consent of the firm, to be
given or withheld at our discretion. To request reprint permission for any of our publications, please use our Contact Us form via the
link below. The views set forth herein are the personal views of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the firm. This site
may contain hypertext links to information created and maintained by other entities. Carlton Fields does not control or guarantee the
accuracy or completeness of this outside information, nor is the inclusion of a link to be intended as an endorsement of those outside
sites.


http://www.carltonfields.com/jlang/?section=all
https://www.carltonfields.com/team/l/joseph-h-lang-jr
https://www.carltonfields.com/services/appellate-trial-support

