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Today, the Commission on Open Government submitted its final report and recommendations to

Florida Governor Charlie Crist, Senate President Jeff Atwater and House Speaker Ray Sansom. On

June 19, 2007, Governor Charlie Crist appointed the nine-member Commission on Open

Government to review and evaluate the public’s right of access to government meetings and

records. Among the more relevant findings for our business clients and those holding licenses

issued by the state are:

Government agencies collect and maintain vast amounts of personal information from individuals,

and in Florida, an individual does not have the right to verify the accuracy of personal information

collected and maintained by government.

Agencies generally are not required to justify the need to collect personal information, which then

becomes subject to public disclosure.

These observations resulted in the following Commission recommendation. Notably, however, the

Commission failed to address whether an individual whose personal information is held by an agency

-- whether accurate or inaccurate – should be notified by an agency prior to the individual's personal

information being released in an effort quell concerns and counter personal identity theft and fraud.

Commission Recommendation #34: The Legislature (should) enact a Fair Information Practices act

to (a) require government agencies to justify the need to collect personal information; (b) provide a

right of access to personal information collected by government by the subject of the information;

and (c) to challenge the accuracy of the information under certain specified circumstances.” To view

the Governor's report, please click on the PDF icon above.
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This Capitol Report was written by Rheb Harbison, a Senior Government Consultant in the Carlton

Fields Tallahassee Office. He is principally responsible for advocating on behalf of the Firm’s clients

before the legislative and executive branches, asserting positions on a variety of state business

issues.

Rheb has 28 years of progressive senior level experience in lobbying, public affairs, communications,

media relations, and marketing in both the public and private sectors. Rheb counsels clients on

political action strategy and is also responsible for fund-raising and the activities of the Firm’s

political action committee, which supports the election of local and state candidates for public office.

Since May he has participated in more than 160 interviews with legislative candidates.

©2024 Carlton Fields, P.A. Carlton Fields practices law in California through Carlton Fields, LLP. Carlton Fields publications should not
be construed as legal advice on any specific facts or circumstances. The contents are intended for general information and
educational purposes only, and should not be relied on as if it were advice about a particular fact situation. The distribution of this
publication is not intended to create, and receipt of it does not constitute, an attorney-client relationship with Carlton Fields. This
publication may not be quoted or referred to in any other publication or proceeding without the prior written consent of the firm, to be
given or withheld at our discretion. To request reprint permission for any of our publications, please use our Contact Us form via the
link below. The views set forth herein are the personal views of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the firm. This site
may contain hypertext links to information created and maintained by other entities. Carlton Fields does not control or guarantee the
accuracy or completeness of this outside information, nor is the inclusion of a link to be intended as an endorsement of those outside
sites.


