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On Friday, June 7, 2019, Gov. Ron DeSantis signed House Bill 5 into law, introducing immediate

changes to the process for citizens to propose amendments to the Florida Constitution.

Florida law requires a citizen petition for a constitutional amendment to receive more than 766,000

signatures, with portions of that total coming from at least 14 of the state's 27 congressional

districts, to be placed on the ballot. The statutory provisions established by House Bill 5 directly

affect how those signatures are acquired.

The new requirements and restrictions include the following:

Any individual paid to collect signatures for a citizen petition for a constitutional

amendment (defined as a "petition circulator") must register with the Florida Secretary of

State;
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Petition circulator registration requires submission of personal information to the Florida

Department of State, including the circulator's permanent and local address (if they are

from out of state), birthdate, a statement submitting to jurisdiction of Florida courts, and

any other additional information required by the Florida Secretary of State;

A requirement that signed petitions be submitted to the county supervisor of elections,

where the signatures were gathered, within 30 days of signature or the amendment's

sponsor will be subject to a $50 per petition administrative fine;

Criminal penalties for paying petition circulators on a per signature basis;

Criminal penalties for a petition circulator who fails to register with the Secretary of State;

County supervisors of elections now have an affirmative duty to issue petition forms that

"contain information identifying the petition circulator to which the forms are provided,"

and a duty to provide the Secretary of State with information regarding which forms were

assigned to and received from particular petition circulators;

Additional disclosure requirements for ballot summaries. If the statutorily required financial

impact statement estimates increased costs, decreased revenues, a negative impact on

the state or local economy, or if the economic impact is indeterminate, that determination

must be disclosed in bold font following the constitutional amendment's ballot summary.

Notably, these changes specifically apply to all petitions for constitutional amendments appearing

on the upcoming 2020 general election ballot. Any signatures gathered before June 7 are still valid,

but all of the House Bill 5 requirements must be met for all new signatures going forward, including

new signatures for currently proposed amendments.

Authored By

Aaron C. Dunlap

Related Practices

Government Law & Consulting

Government Affairs and Lobbying

https://www.carltonfields.com/team/d/aaron-c-dunlap
https://www.carltonfields.com/services/government-law-consulting
https://www.carltonfields.com/services/government-law-consulting/government-affairs-and-lobbying


©2024 Carlton Fields, P.A. Carlton Fields practices law in California through Carlton Fields, LLP. Carlton Fields publications should not
be construed as legal advice on any specific facts or circumstances. The contents are intended for general information and
educational purposes only, and should not be relied on as if it were advice about a particular fact situation. The distribution of this
publication is not intended to create, and receipt of it does not constitute, an attorney-client relationship with Carlton Fields. This
publication may not be quoted or referred to in any other publication or proceeding without the prior written consent of the firm, to be
given or withheld at our discretion. To request reprint permission for any of our publications, please use our Contact Us form via the
link below. The views set forth herein are the personal views of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the firm. This site
may contain hypertext links to information created and maintained by other entities. Carlton Fields does not control or guarantee the
accuracy or completeness of this outside information, nor is the inclusion of a link to be intended as an endorsement of those outside
sites.


