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A ugust 23, 2006 

 
November 7 is Election Day 

Voters to Consider Six 
Proposed Am endm ents to 
the Florida Constitution in 

Novem ber 

Floridians will be voting for a new Governor and 

three other Cabinet officers; legislators; a range of 
local elected officials; and six more proposed 

amendments to the Florida Constitution. 

 

This fall m ore than 6 .5 m illion voters are 
expected to head to the polls to cast their 
vote on six proposed constitutional 
am endm ents.  They w ill have the im portant 
opportunity to decide if these am endm ents 
should or should not have a perm anent place 
in Florida’s C onstitution. 

Inform ation about each of the am endm ents is 
found in this issue of Carlton Fields Capitol 
Report. 

 

 

* Please note: Proposed amendments 2 and 
5 were deemed unconstitutional and 
removed from the 2006 ballot by the Florida 
Supreme Court. 

 
# Proposed Am endm ent* Sponsor 

1 State Planning &  Budget 
Process 

Legislature 

3 Broader Support for 
C onstitutional A m endm ents 
or Revisions 

Legislature 

4 Protection from  addiction, 
disease, and other health 
hazards of using tobacco 

Floridians 
for Youth 
Tobacco 
Education 

6 Increased H om estead 
Exem ption 

Legislature 

7 Perm anently D isabled 
Veterans' D iscount on 
H om estead A d Valorem  Tax 

Legislature 

8 Em inent D om ain Legislature 
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AM END M ENT #1: BALLO T SU M M ARY 

State Planning and Budget Process 

Proposing am endm ents to the State 
C onstitution to lim it the am ount of 
nonrecurring general revenue w hich m ay be 
appropriated for recurring purposes in any 
fiscal year to 3 percent of the total general 
revenue funds estim ated to be available, 
unless otherw ise approved by a three-fifths 
vote of the Legislature; to establish a Joint 
Legislative Budget C om m ission, w hich shall 
issue long-range financial outlooks; to 
provide for lim ited adjustm ents in the state 
budget w ithout the concurrence of the full 
Legislature, as provided by general law ; to 
reduce the num ber of tim es trust funds are 
autom atically term inated; to require the 
preparation and biennial revision of a long-
range state planning docum ent; and to 
establish a G overnm ent Efficiency Task Force 
and specify its duties. 

YES VO TE:  

If approved by voters, A m endm ent #1  w ould 
establish a long-range budget-planning 
process, putting both budget and revenue 
estim ates together in one docum ent. It w ould 
create a G overnm ent Efficiency Task Force 
(appointed every four years by the 
G overnor, Senate President and Speaker of 
the H ouse) to seek input from  the public, 
executive and judicial branches and create a 
long-range financial plan. 

NO  VO TE:  

If A m endm ent #1  is not approved by voters, 
the current law s as set by Section 19  of 
A rticle III of the State C onstitution w ill rem ain 
in place as originally proposed by the 
Taxation and Budget Reform  C om m ission 
and approved by the voters in 1992.  

FISCAL IM PACT:  

There is not a direct financial im pact on 
taxpayers, state or local governm ent. 

AM END M ENT #3: BALLO T SU M M ARY 

Requiring  Broader Public Support for 
Constitutional Am endm ents or Revisions 

Proposes an am endm ent to Section 5 of 
A rticle XI of the State C onstitution to require 
that any proposed am endm ent to or revision 
of the State C onstitution, w hether proposed 
by the Legislature, by initiative, or by any 
other m ethod, m ust be approved by at least 
60  percent of the voters of the state voting 
on the m easure, rather than by a sim ple 
m ajority. This proposed am endm ent w ould 
not change the current requirem ent that a 
proposed constitutional am endm ent im posing 
a new  state tax or fee be approved by at 
least 2/3 of the voters of the state voting in 
the election in w hich such an am endm ent is 
considered. 

YES VO TE:  

If approved by voters, A m endm ent #3 w ould 
increase the num ber of votes needed to 
approve ballot initiatives from  50%  +1  to 
60%  +1  of those voting on the m easure. 

NO  VO TE:  

If A m endm ent #3 is not approved by voters, 
the current requirem ent of 50%  +1  approval 
w ould rem ain in place. 

FISCAL IM PACT:  

There is not a direct financial im pact on state 
or local governm ent. A m endm ent #3 does 
not have a direct econom ic im pact on the 
private sector; future individual proposals 
m ay or m ay not have an econom ic im pact. 

 

i Download a “2006 Voter G uide to 
Proposed Constitutional Amendments” by 
visiting www.VoteSmartFlorida.org, a non-
profit, non-partisan organization with a 
mission to provide information to voters on 
proposed constitutional amendments.   
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AM END M ENT #4: BALLO T SU M M ARY 

Protect People, Especially Youth, from  
Addiction, D isease, and other H ealth  
H azards of U sing  Tobacco 

To protect people, especially youth, from  
addiction, disease, and other health hazards 
of using tobacco, the Legislature shall use 
som e Tobacco Settlem ent m oney annually for 
a com prehensive statew ide tobacco 
education and prevention program  using 
C enters for D isease C ontrol best practices.  
Specifies som e program  com ponents, 
em phasizing youth, requiring one-third of 
total annual funding for advertising. A nnual 
funding is 15%  of 2005 Tobacco Settlem ent 
paym ents to Florida, adjusted annually for 
inflation. Provides definitions.  Effective 
im m ediately. 

YES VO TE:  

If approved by voters, A m endm ent #4 w ould 
require that 15%  ($57 m illion) of the 2005 
tobacco settlem ent paym ents to Florida 
w ould fund a statew ide tobacco education 
and prevention program . 

NO  VO TE:  

If A m endm ent #4 is not approved by voters, 
Florida w ould continue to receive allocations 
as set by the Legislature and approved by 
the G overnor. C urrent allocations are set at 
1%  of the tobacco settlem ent m oney. 

FISCAL IM PACT:  

Education, prevention and enforcem ent costs 
w ill increase. The state w ill be required to 
appropriate approxim ately $57 m illion from  
Tobacco Settlem ent funds in 2007, w hich 
w ill be adjusted annually for inflation. 
Because the Tobacco Settlem ent funds are 
currently fully obligated, the requirem ent to 
spend these dollars on the specified 
program s w ill result in reductions to existing 
program s or the replacem ent of those dollars 
w ith $57 m illion of other state funds. 

AM END M ENT #6: BALLO T SU M M ARY 

Increased H om estead Exem ption 

Proposing am endm ent to the State 
C onstitution to increase the m axim um  
additional hom estead exem ption for low -
incom e seniors from  $25,000 to $50,000 
and to schedule the am endm ent to take effect 
January 1, 2007. 

YES VO TE:  

If approved by voters, A m endm ent #6  w ould 
increase the m axim um  additional hom estead 
exem ption for low -incom e seniors* from  
$25,000 to $50,000 effective January 1, 
2007. Therefore, a low -incom e senior could 
receive an exem ption from  property taxes as 
high as $75,000 

NO  VO TE:  

If A m endm ent #6  is not approved by voters, 
hom estead exem ptions w ould rem ain as 
currently listed in the constitution:  

• $25,000 hom estead exem ption to all 
ow ners of “hom estead” properties. 

• A llow s local governm ents the option of 
offering an additional exem ption to low -
incom e seniors* of up to $25,000 
(established in 1982). 

FISCAL IM PACT:  

There is not a direct financial im pact on state 
governm ent. If all counties w ere to fully 
im plem ent the increased exem ption and 
m illage rates rem ain the sam e, it could have 
an im pact of negative $36 m illion to local 
revenues.
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AM END M ENT #7: BALLO T SU M M ARY 

Perm anently D isabled Veterans’ D iscount 
on H om estead Ad Valorem  Tax 

Proposing an am endm ent to the State 
C onstitution to provide a discount from  
am ount of ad valorem  tax on hom estead of a 
partially or totally perm anently disabled 
veteran w ho is age 65 or older w ho w as a 
Florida resident at the tim e of entering 
m ilitary service, w hose disability w as 
com bat-related, and w ho w as honorably 
discharged, to specify percentage of the 
discount as equal to the percentage of 
veteran’s perm anent service-connected 
disability; to specify qualification 
requirem ents for the discount; to authorize 
the Legislature to w aive the annual 
application requirem ent in subsequent years 
by general law ; and to specify that the 
provision takes effect D ecem ber 7, 2006, is 
self-executing, and does not require 
im plem enting legislation. 
 

YES VO TE:  

If approved by voters, A m endm ent #7  w ould 
low er taxes for certain disabled veterans by 
allow ing them  to take a discount on their 
hom estead property tax equal in proportion 
to the am ount of disability as determ ined by 
the U .S. D epartm ent of Veteran’s A ffairs. 
(Effective D ecem ber 7, 2006) 
 

NO  VO TE: 

If A m endm ent #7  is not approved by voters, 
the current law  w hich authorizes a $5,000 
exem ption for ex-servicem en w ho are 
disabled to a degree of 10%  or m ore as a 
result of service in w ar w ould rem ain in 
place. 
 
FISCAL IM PACT:  

There is not a direct financial im pact on state 
governm ent.

AM END M ENT #8: BALLO T SU M M ARY 

Em inent D om ain 

Proposing an am endm ent to the State 
C onstitution to prohibit transfer of ow nership 
or control of private real property taken by 
em inent dom ain pursuant to petition filed on 
or after January 2, 2007, to any natural 
person or private entity, except that 
ow nership or control of such property m ay 
be conveyed to specified natural persons or 
entities in specified circum stances. 
 

YES VO TE:  

If approved by voters, A m endm ent #8 w ould 
require that private property taken by 
em inent dom ain m ust be retained for five 
years before it m ay be transferred to another 
private entity. The Legislature m ay provide 
exceptions to this lim itation if passed by a 
3/5 votes of the m em bership of each house. 
 

NO  VO TE:  

If A m endm ent #8 is not approved by voters, 
additional lim its w ill not be placed and 
em inent dom ain.  It w ould rem ain in its 
current form  as stated in the Florida 
C onstitution, Section 6, A rticle X, "prohibits 
takings of private property unless the taking 
is for a “public purpose” and the property 
ow ner is paid “full com pensation.” 
 
FISCAL IM PACT:  

There is not a direct financial im pact on tax 
payers, state or local governm ent.  

 

i See more information about 2006 
proposed constitutional amendments at 
www.VoteSmartFlorida.org, a non-profit, 
non-partisan organization with a mission to 
provide information to voters on proposed 
constitutional amendments.   
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CARLTO N FIELD S 

Lobbying  &  G overnm ent Affairs Services 

O ur focus to client service is long-term , going 
beyond the m atter at hand to em erging trends 
and opportunities that m ay affect our clients 
for m any years to com e. 

Aggressive Client Representation 

W e diligently lobby positions before the 
Florida Legislature, the G overnor, C abinet, 
and relevant state agencies using substantive 
argum ents w ith a blend of data, political 
savvy, and effective com m unication skills. 

W e w ill identify, track, m onitor, analyze and 
sum m arize legislative proposals, political and 
policy considerations, as directed and can 
assess their im pact on operations. 

W e testify, draft legislation and am endm ents 
to legislation, pass or defeat legislative 
proposals, and use our extensive political 
relationships to advocate client positions. 

Extensive Contacts and  
Relationsh ips w ith  Leadersh ip  

W e w ork daily to m aintain broad 
relationships across party lines w ith the state’s 
highest political leaders, from  the G overnor 
and Lt. G overnor to the Speaker of the H ouse 
and the President of the Senate. W e also 
m aintain excellent relationships w ith m em bers 
of the Florida C abinet, legislative m ajority 
and m inority leaders and chairm en, state 
agency secretaries, governm ent staff, and 
business industry leaders. O ur clients have 
access to this vast netw ork of contacts. 

Political Consultation 

W e are adept at analyzing the political 
players and the issues involved in a particular 
situation beforehand. W e provide our clients 
w ith likely scenarios based on current political 
w inds and help them  plan accordingly. 

 

Political Action Counsel 
W e counsel clients on political contributions 
through corporate or political action 
com m ittee giving.  W e com pletely understand 
the specific goals of the incom ing Speaker of 
the H ouse M arco Rubio, and incom ing Senate 
President Ken Pruitt. 

A s w ell, w e regularly facilitate our clients’ 
m ajor contributions to leadership funds and 
designated candidates through arranged 
m eetings w ith our clients and candidates, and 
at fund-raising events throughout the state. 

Public Affairs 
For clients w ho have a press strategy, w e also 
have extensive skills beyond lobbying and 
can help underpin an overall public affairs 
goal. W e understand there is som etim es a 
need to integrate lobbying into 
com m unicating an overall key m essage. W e 
are w ell equipped to represent a political 
position w ith legislative leadership and even 
the new s m edia – draw ing on years of 
spokesperson experience in both the public 
and private sectors – and helping to develop 
relationships and a consistent m essage. 

Contact U s:  

G o vern o r B o b  M a rtin ez 
813.229.4261, Tam pa 
Rheb  H a rb iso n  and M ik e O len ick  
850.224.1585, Tallahassee 


