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Local Comp Plans Impacted 

Legislation Links 
C lim ate C hange 

to G row th  
M anagem ent 

 

New  2008 legislation on 
climate change, signed by 

G overnor Charlie Crist, directs 
each local government to add new  elements to local comprehensive plans.  

This issue of Capitol Report details those new  requirements. 
 

By Darrin F. Taylor 
Certified Planner and 

Carlton Fields G overnment Consultant 

New  legislation on clim ate change signed 
by G overnor C rist on June 16, 2008, directs 
each local governm ent to add the follow ing 
to its com prehensive plan: 

� The Future Land U se Elem ent m ust 1) 
discourage urban spraw l, 2) incorporate 
energy-efficient developm ent patterns 
accounting for existing and future electric 
pow er generation and transm ission 
system s, and 3) incorporate green-house 
gas reduction strategies. 

� The Traffic C irculation Elem ent m ust 
incorporate transportation strategies to 
address reduction in greenhouse gas 
em issions from  transportation. 

� The C onservation Elem ent m ust include 
factors affecting energy conservation. 

� The H ousing Elem ent m ust incorporate 
energy efficiency in the design and 
construction of new  housing. 

These requirem ents becam e effective July 1, 
2008 under H ouse Bill 697, now  referred to 
as C hapter 2008 -191, Law s of Florida. 
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 The D epartm ent of C om m unity A ffairs (D C A ) 
representatives have stated they intend to 
enter into rule-m aking to provide further 
guidance on how  to address these new  
requirem ents.  C arlton Fields w ill m onitor the 
progress the D C A  m akes in rule-m aking for 
clim ate change issues. 

H ow ever, in presentations since the bill w as 
passed, D C A  representatives have provided 
hints on how  to address these new  
requirem ents.  “Sm art G row th” principles 
that create m ore com pact, m ixed-use 
developm ent w ill rem ain the developm ent 
pattern of choice, rather than spraw ling 
single-use developm ent.  A lso, the new  
requirem ents encourage the use of other 
m odes of transportation in order to reduce 
the reliance on the autom obile.  Strategies 
that reduce vehicle m iles traveled, or VM T, 
and m obility fees are being considered. 

M any of us are w ell versed in the issues 
typically faced in grow th m anagem ent such 
as com patibility, suitability, need, and 
provision of adequate public facilities.  W e 
are also becom ing m ore experienced in the 
new er issues of school facility planning and 
w ater supply plans.  H ow ever, the 
introduction of clim ate change raises new  
questions and the need for a new  level of 
expertise for grow th m anagem ent.  Som e 
general questions being raised are: 

� W hat baseline w ill be applied to 
dem onstrate reductions?  

� A re reductions to be m easured at a 
com m unity or project level or both? 

� If m easured at a project level, do you 
com pare the proposed level of 
developm ent against the m axim um  
developm ent potential? 

� W ill any m itigation be acceptable and if 
so, w hat kind? 

W e hope to see these questions answ ered 
during rule-m aking.  In the interim , here is 
w hat these changes m ay m ean for clients: 

1) A ny project for transm ittal to D C A  after 
July 1, 2008, needs to consider w hether 
the project includes use of anti-urban 
spraw l strategies such as m ixed-use, 
com pact developm ent patterns as w ell as 
how  to encourage other m odes of 
transportation. 

2) For a controversial project, clients m ay 
be faced w ith a challenge based upon 
clim ate change issues and w hether your 
project actually reduces em issions. 

3) This m ay require clients to add som eone 
to their project team  that can address 
clim ate change issues to support the 
client’s am endm ent. 

4) If w orking w ith a sm aller local 
governm ent or one w ith a lim ited 
planning staff, clients m ay have to draft 
the requirem ents on their behalf, 
especially if the client is proposing a 
large m ap am endm ent for the area. 

 

Existing State Requirem ents 
G enerally N ot A ddressed  
A ccording to the D C A , m any local 
governm ents have not yet m et existing 
planning requirem ents m uch less these new  
requirem ents.  The three m ajor deficiencies 
are 1) School C oncurrency, 2) W ater Supply 
Planning and, 3) C apital Im provem ents 
Schedule updates.  A ccording to the D C A ’s 
statistics: 

� For school concurrency, 344 of the 
required local governm ents have not 
adopted these am endm ents. 

� For w ater supply planning, only 22 of 
the 190  required local governm ents have 
been found in com pliance. 
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� For C apital Im provem ents Schedule 
updates, only 60  local governm ents have 
updated their com prehensive plans and 
have been found to m eet the financially 
feasible standard. 

M any of these local governm ents are facing 
new  objections w hen am ending their 
com prehensive plan or even a prohibition 
from  certain plan am endm ents.  By 
D ecem ber 1, 2008, all local governm ents 
are required to have a financially feasible 
com prehensive plan and update the capital 
im provem ents schedule annually.  Failure to 
do so w ill result in a prohibition from  
am ending the future land use m ap.  

These factors m ake it extrem ely im portant to 
understand the status of the local governm ent 
com prehensive plan in the com m unities you 
are w orking in.  This m ay also require that 
you assist the local governm ent in 
addressing these new  requirem ents before 
your project can m ove forw ard. 

 

C losing Inform ation 

C arlton Fields w ill continue to follow  all of 
these grow th m anagem ent issues.  If you 
have any questions or need our assistance 
feel free to call us.  A lso, visit our w ebsite at 
w w w .carltonfields.com  to view  the June 25, 
2008, Carlton Fields Capitol Report that 
outlines all of the energy and clim ate change 
issues passed in the 2008 Legislative 

Session.�  

 

 

(House photo from  page 1 by M ark Foley)  
2008 House Environmental and N atural Resources 
Chairman Stan M ayfield, R-Vero Beach, takes 
questions on the sweeping energy policy bill, debated 
and later approved during the final days of the 2008 
Florida Legislature. 

 

 

Darrin F. Taylor is a Certified 
Planner and G overnment 
Consultant in the Carlton Fields 
Tallahassee O ffice.  He has a 
w ide range of experience in 
urban and regional planning 
from  both the state and local 

perspective.  Darrin works closely w ith attorneys 
in the firm  to resolve comprehensive plan/plan 
amendment, DRI and zoning issues.  

Darrin has extensive experience in community 
based planning and working w ith citizens to 
identify solutions to planning issues; and he has 
been deemed an expert w itness in the areas of 
comprehensive planning and land use planning.  

Darrin can be reached at 
dtaylor@ carltonfields.com  or 850.425.3398. 

 

 

 

Florida Political and 
Legislative D ates 

 

� Tuesday, A ugust 26, 2008: 
Primary Election 

� Tuesday, N ovem ber 4, 2008:  
G eneral Election 

� Tuesday, N ovem ber 18, 2008:  
2009-10 Florida Legislature 
O rganizational Session 
(and thereafter a potential Special 
Session on Current Year Budget) 

� D ecem ber 2008 (TBA ):   
Legislative Comm ittee M eetings  

� January 2009 (TBA ):   
Legislative Comm ittee M eetings  

� February 2009 (TBA ):   
Legislature Comm ittee M eetings  

� M arch 3, 2009:  
First Day of 2009 Florida Legislative 
Session 

� M ay 1, 2009:  
Last day of the 2009 Florida Legislative 
Session, if the Legislature completes work 
in 60 days. 


