
O
to witness the next step in the 

The investiture ceremony at the 

was a testament to the far-reaching 

on the broader legal community 

it’s because I’m standing on the 

is truly a giant in Florida’s legal 
community and throughout her 
distinguished career has not only 

attorneys and students to stand 

them a helping hand and smile on 
their way up. The overwhelmingly 

has had and continues to have on 
those around her set the theme 
for her investiture ceremony and 
permeated the remarks of those 
offering their congratulations. 

Officer Brian Rivera opened the 
proceedings by calling to order 
those gathered in the ceremonial 
c o u r t ro o m  a n d  v i ew i n g i n 
the multiple overf low rooms 
throughout the courthouse. The 

presided over the ceremony in 

District  Judge in the Middle 
District of Florida. Those present 
were then graced with a stirring 
rendition of the national anthem 

had traveled from Atlanta to attend. 

an invocation asking that Judge 

compassion to consider the plight 

welcomed the hundreds in 
attendance and recognized those 

that had travelled from across 
the state to be there. Numerous 
distinguished guests and revered 
members of the legal community 

Denise Barnett from the Western 

Barbara Twine Thomas from 

Maxwell Frost of Florida’s tenth 

and Bankruptcy judges and Florida 
state court judges and justices.  

she was to have so many family 



in attendance from her time spent 
growing up in Orlando to her 
years practicing law and serving 
as a Magistrate Judge in Tampa.

introduced Attorney Valeria Obi 
to begin the presentation of gifts 

generous contributions to many 
local and state legal organizations. 

Edgecomb Bar Association and 
along with the immediate past 

and current president Tiffany 

her service as a past president 
of that organization. Ms. Obi also 
expressed her gratitude to Judge 

with its current president Benjamin 

Association’s affiliate chapter in 

and support over the years. On 

Bible and expressed her wish that 
its teachings may inspire Judge 

your decisions and your values and 

her personal admiration for Judge 

to the federal bench was “one of 

dedication and perseverance can 

then spoke on behalf of the Florida 
Association of Women Lawyers 
and Hillsborough Association of 
Women Lawyers. Ms. Brookins 

“an inspiration and living proof that 
a dream and perseverance make 

explained that “[e]very person who 

will f ind a patient and willing 
ear and an equal application of 
the law she so respects and will 

robes and a small glass sculpture 
designed to inspire greatness.

on behalf of her organization 

Alexander Hamilton’s observation 

nearly every right guaranteed 

be meaningless in the absence 
of a virtuous and independent 
judiciary. Ms. Leitner explained 

of the Founders because Judge 

who will ensure equality under 

of these qualities and in honor of 

with a customized hanger for her 

and laptop bag. Ms. Leitner closed 
on behalf of each organization in 

hope that these items will serve you 
well and remain enduring symbols 
of our esteem for your public 
service over what we expect will 
be a long and distinguished judicial 

After the conclusion of the 

those in attendance that he has 

got the most loot of anybody 

then introduced the Honorable 

remarks about her new colleague.



Judge Honeywell opened her 
remarks with a poem by Dr. Ben-

I have only just a minute

refuse it.

Didn’t seek it. Didn’t 
choose it.

But it’s up to me to use it.

Just a tiny little minute.

But eternity is it.

-

brought her to this “culmination of 

-
ately referring to her colleague as 

Judge Honeywell recounted her 

as a lawyer practicing in the Flor-
ida state courts of the Thirteenth 

and officer of several organiza-

-
ough Association for Women Law-

-

more importantly to Judge Hon-
eywell was her relationship with 

friendship and connected in ser-
vice to our community through our 

-

-
-

that Judge Julie possessed an ex-
traordinary combination of intel-

-

J u d g e  H o n e y w e l l  t h e n 

a Magistrate Judge in the Tampa 
Division of the Middle District of 
Florida and joked that she knew 

she told me that she enjoyed 
handling discovery issues. Imagine 

deciding of a case involving 
allegations of international child 
abduction by a parent. Judge 
Honeywell told those gathered 
that “[a]fter listening to heart-
wrenching testimony from both 
parents and numerous relatives 

determined that the mother did 
not abduct the child and the 
father had given his consent 

“reflects Judge Julie’s ability to 

commitment to the rule of law 

B eyon d  h e r  r u l i n g s  f ro m 

including her participation in the 

presid ing over natural izat ion 

organizing the programming for 
the Tampa Division’s rotational 
summer internship program for 

also continuously performed 
community services through 



The Links and Alpha Kappa 

Judge Honeywell closed her 
remarks by sharing her conviction 
that “there is no doubt that Judge 
Julie will navigate complex legal 

exemplify the highest standards of 

teaching that everything on the 
earth has its own time and season. 
Judge Honeywell described this 
as “the right time for Judge Julie’s 

because she “will assist the district 
judges here in the Middle District 
of Florida as we work to restore 

the courts] and strive for a system 

Judge Honeywell asked that 

of the Federal Bar Association for 

for her to do when there’s service 

for young attorneys on not only 

also how to be true professionals 

dealing with opposing counsel to 
“[f]ocus on your case. Focus on 
who you are. Be yourself. Focus on 

recalled her impact on not only 

but also high school students in 
running the high school summer 

of the Federal Bar Association. 

and shared “the impact that Judge 

and the thoughts that they have 

to stand on her shoulders and 

continues to give to so many.

Joseph R.  B iden and senior 

on her investiture and recognized 
that he can “think of no one better 

in the Middle District of Florida 

everything one could possibly 

understands both the gravity of 
the role and its constitutionally 
prescr ibed l imitat ions .  Most 

justice and to upholding the rule 

contribution to the Middle District 

Karp descr ibed the arduous 

appointment as a district judge 
on the federal bench as “a little 
bit like walking at night with a 
blindfold on through a labyrinth 

you’re lucky enough to get through 

In contrast to what is typically 
seen on individuals working 



Karp explained his hope that 

ceremony celebrating her taking 

have that same radiant smile 
and unflinching positive attitude 
and effect on everyone around 

for the Middle District of Florida.

T h e  H o n o r ab le  Ja m e s D . 

administered the oath of office 

noting her previous service with 
distinction as a Magistrate Judge 

equal distinction as a United 

The attendees then had the 
pleasure of hearing from Judge 

known humble and gracious 

of her remarks to thank those in 
attendance and those that made 
her appointment possible.  To 

her conviction that she “could not 

Among those that  received 

“was not a moment that you did 

and that she was so proud of their 

grateful for the love and support 

extended family that had travelled 
from across the state to be with her 
at the ceremony. Of her extended 

“instilled in [her] family a culture 

through to her grandmother 
and mother (and most certainly 

each presenter as well as the 
litany of individuals who made her 

the Federal Judicial Nominating 

further expressed her gratitude 

members of the Florida Women’s 

also thanked the distinguished 
judges of the Middle District of 

further recognized her law clerks 

and courtroom deputy clerks for 

and expressed her gratitude to 
her district judge colleagues that 

of the court staff for making the 
investiture ceremony possible 
and their tireless work in ensuring 
the ceremony’s overwhelming 
success. In conclusion and in her 

in her new role and promised 
that she “will work every day 
to be worthy of the great trust 

The ceremony concluded with 
a benediction by Deidre Joseph 

hands . . . help and not hinder 
those she serves so that she rules 

then closed the proceedings by 
inviting all those in attendance 
to a reception spanning three 

and further epitomizing the high 

ceremony characterized the 
myriad accomplishments in her 

wishes and convictions of so many 

as a giant in the legal community 
in the next steps of her journey.

Drew Domina


